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The purpose of the association is to protect and enhance city neighborhoods.  
The coalition shall address the needs of neighborhoods and stand in support of these needs.  

 

Date: May 11, 2026 

To: City of Sarasota Commissioners 

From: Board of Directors, Coalition of City Neighborhood Associations of Sarasota 

Topic: Downtown Master Plan Update – A Call for Pause and Review 

 

The Coalition of City Neighborhood Associations writes to reinforce concerns raised by notable 
organizations including the Downtown Sarasota Condominium Association (DSCA), Argus Foundation, 
and planning expert Andrés Duany regarding the current Downtown Master Plan Update process. We 
share their view that both the advisory board’s work and the associated procurement process should be 
paused and thoughtfully reevaluated. 

The Downtown Master Plan is a foundational document that will shape Sarasota’s land use and 
development patterns for decades. The procurement process that yielded only a single consultant 
candidate raises significant concerns about competitiveness, transparency, and long-term outcomes. 
When considered alongside the city’s increasingly complex legal environment—particularly the 
constraints associated with SB 180 and Bert Harris Act liability—this moment calls for a deliberate reset. 

A renewed process could benefit from clearer direction and defined priorities.  With the incoming city 
manager just a few weeks away the city as a whole, staff and commission would be best served to allow 
for a fresh start for the best possible outcome for our city over the next 25 years.    

Our recommendation should not be interpreted as criticism of the advisory board or its members. We 
recognize and appreciate their time, expertise, and commitment to Sarasota’s future. Rather, we believe 
that pausing now to reassess will ultimately strengthen the integrity and effectiveness of the final plan. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Kelly Brown, President Jim Ludwig, 1st Vice President Ron Kashden, 2nd Vice President 

Melinda Delpech, Daniel Frank, Beth Nothstine, Leslie Spangler 
 

 
Please note that Board member Will Luera recused himself from consideration of this matter and from 
the preparation of this letter



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 


