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CITY OF SARASOTA and SARASOTA COUNTY 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTERS (EOCs)
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Emergency 
Tiered 
Approach
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• Division of Emergency 
Management (FDEM)

• Disaster declarations, FEMA liaison
• Resource augmentation & mutual aid 

• Department of Health
• Medically Dependent Evac Centers 
• Public Health 

• Department of Transportation
• State roads and bridges 

• Division of Law Enforcement
• Law enforcement resources 

• Dept of Children and Families
• Disaster food assistance

• Department of Military Affairs
• Florida National Guard 

• Department of Commerce
• Economic recovery resources 

• Fish and Wildlife Commission
• Marine response, evacuation support 

• Department of Agriculture & 
Consumer Services

• Animal and agriculture issues 
 



State of Florida Emergency 
Operations Center

52026 Hurricane Preparedness

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
208.000 sq ft 
1700 parking spots can fit 196 on EOC floor 
Cost: $180 Billion




National Hurricane Center

Mission:
Save lives, mitigate property loss, and improve economic 
efficiency by issuing the best watches, warnings, and 
forecasts of hazardous tropical weather and by 
increasing understanding of these hazards
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• Tropical Depression 
• Max sustained winds less than 38 MPH 

• Tropical Storm 
• Sustained winds 39-73 MPH

• Hurricane 
• Sustained winds 74+ MPH

• Major Hurricane
• Sustained winds 111 MPH+ (Category 3+) 

 
 

Tropical Cyclone Terminology

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
"For the first time in a decade, not a single hurricane struck the U.S. this season, and that was a much needed break,” said Neil Jacobs, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. "Still, a tropical storm caused damage and casualties in the Carolinas, distant hurricanes created rough ocean waters that caused property damage along the East Coast, and neighboring countries experienced direct hits from hurricanes.“

An average season has 14 named storms, seven hurricanes, and three major hurricanes.

“The 2025 season was the first year NOAA’s National Hurricane Center incorporated Artificial Intelligence model guidance into their forecasts,” added Jacobs. “The NHC performed exceedingly well when it came to forecasting rapid intensification for some of the more impactful storms and provided critical decision support for our Caribbean partners.”

Cat 5: Erin (N Carolina Outer Banks) – tied for 5th fastest 24 hour increase in max sustained winds from 75 MPH to 160 MPH (85 MPH) 
Cat 5: Melissa (Jamaica) one of the strongest hurricane landfalls on record – 115 MPH increase – 3 day forecast from NHC – on par 

“NHC’s intensity forecasts for Melissa outperformed every model at nearly every lead time and provided almost three days of advance notice that Melissa would make landfall in Jamaica as a powerful Category 5 hurricane,” said Michael Brennan, Ph.D., director, NOAA’s National Hurricane Center. “This lead time was remarkable because it was the first time NHC forecasted a hurricane to reach Category 5 intensity from such a low initial intensity when the forecast was first issued.”




Hurricane 
Season 
June 1-
Nov 30
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2025 Atlantic Basin Hurricane 
Season Recap:

• No landfalling hurricanes in the US 
• 13 Named Storms 

• 5 Hurricanes
• 4 Major Hurricanes (111+ MPH Winds)
• 3 Category 5: 2nd most on record in a 

season  

• National Hurricane Center 
incorporated artificial intelligence 
guidance into forecasts 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
"For the first time in a decade, not a single hurricane struck the U.S. this season, and that was a much needed break,” said Neil Jacobs, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. "Still, a tropical storm caused damage and casualties in the Carolinas, distant hurricanes created rough ocean waters that caused property damage along the East Coast, and neighboring countries experienced direct hits from hurricanes.“

An average season has 14 named storms, seven hurricanes, and three major hurricanes.

“The 2025 season was the first year NOAA’s National Hurricane Center incorporated Artificial Intelligence model guidance into their forecasts,” added Jacobs. “The NHC performed exceedingly well when it came to forecasting rapid intensification for some of the more impactful storms and provided critical decision support for our Caribbean partners.”

Cat 5: Erin (N Carolina Outer Banks) – tied for 5th fastest 24 hour increase in max sustained winds from 75 MPH to 160 MPH (85 MPH) 
Cat 5: Melissa (Jamaica) one of the strongest hurricane landfalls on record – 115 MPH increase – 3 day forecast from NHC – on par 

“NHC’s intensity forecasts for Melissa outperformed every model at nearly every lead time and provided almost three days of advance notice that Melissa would make landfall in Jamaica as a powerful Category 5 hurricane,” said Michael Brennan, Ph.D., director, NOAA’s National Hurricane Center. “This lead time was remarkable because it was the first time NHC forecasted a hurricane to reach Category 5 intensity from such a low initial intensity when the forecast was first issued.”



Know 
Your 
Evacuation 
Level
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Evacuation Levels and Evacuation 
Order Map

Presentation title 11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wind
Hurricanes are categorized by sustained winds of 74 mph to 157-plus mph. 
Tornadoes
Tornadoes form in the rain bands of tropical storms and hurricanes, and can cause significant damage. These tornadoes are not as intense as those in the Midwest tornado belt, but they can inflict tremendous damage with little or no warning.
Storm surge 
Storm surge is an abnormal rise of sea water generated by a storm. It moves ashore prior to and during a hurricane making landfall. Water rising along the coastal areas and rivers can inundate populated areas as the storm makes landfall. Damage severity depends upon the storm’s size, forward speed, direction of movement, tidal action and intensity. Storm surge has the potential to cause the greatest loss of life, cripple communications, cause sewers and stormwater basins to back up, and contaminate drinking water supplies. It can leave roads, streets and bridges filled with sand, debris and, in some cases, structurally unstable.
Heavy Rain
Over the past 30 years, freshwater flooding has caused more drowning deaths than storm surge flooding. Torrential rains associated with slow moving or stationary tropical storms and hurricanes, such as Hurricane Harvey, can produce as much as 16 inches of rain within a 24 to 36-hour period. 
Flooding 
Florida’s unique topography makes it particularly vulnerable to flooding during heavy rains and thunderstorms.
Never play in flooded areas where hidden sharp objects, electrocution and pollution are serious hazards.
Never drive into moving water. If you cannot see the roadway beneath the water, do not drive through it. The water may be deeper than it appears.
Do not use food that comes into contact with floodwaters.
Keep tuned to local radio and television stations for flood warnings and emergency information.
Consider purchasing flood insurance for your home and belongings.
Learn more about flood zones and preparing for a flood at scgov.net (keywords flood protection).
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SARASOTA COUNTY STORM SURGE 



Evacuation Timing Estimates
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• Evacuation Timing 
Estimates: 

• A: 14 hours 
• B: 18 hours
• C: 25 hours 
• D and E: 32 hours

• Time required for 
operations prior to 
evacuation order

• Post storm evacuations 
may be necessary
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Communicating the Message
• Press Conferences 
• Alert and Warning Mechanisms 

• Integrated Public Alert and Warning System 
(IPAWS)

• Local Mass Notification Systems

• Videos with Mapping 
• Neighborhood First Responder Alerts 
• Faith-Based and Non-Profit Partners 
• Next Door/ Ring Camera 
• Variable Message Boards 
• Social Media 
• Special Needs Call Outs 

2026 Hurricane Preparedness



It’s Time to Prepare

1. Get a Plan

2. Build a Kit

3. Stay Informed

152026 Hurricane Preparedness



Flood Insurance Is Key

• Flood coverage is important! 

• Just one inch of water can cause $27,000+ of 
damage 

• If it rains at your home, it can flood.  Flood 
insurance is critical

• Flood policies can take up to 30 days to become 
effective  

• Contact the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) at 888-379-9531 

• For more information: www.floodsmart.gov 

162026 Hurricane Preparedness Photo Credit: Tighe PA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Flood Insurance�
Most homeowner’s insurance does NOT cover flood damage. There is typically a 30 day wait after the purchase of a flood insurance policy before it becomes effective. Renters and owners can purchase flood insurance in our area through the NFIP and many can qualify for Community Rating System (CRS) discounts. Buy flood insurance and protect your investment.
Contact the NFIP Referral Call Center at (888) 379-9531 to request an agent referral.
For more information about insurance visit www.floodsmart.gov. 


http://www.floodsmart.gov/
https://tighepa.com/property-damage/flood-damage/sarasota-county-grapples-with-widespread-flooding-in-the-wake-of-hurricane-debby/




What’s Your Evacuation Plan?
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Plan A: Stay at Home 

ONLY IF SAFE

Plan B: Family and friends 
outside evacuation levels

Plan C: Hotel

Plan D: Evacuation Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If your home was built after 2002, and you are not in a level which was called for evacuation you may be more comfortable sheltering in place. 

A 2005 University of Florida study concluded that homes built under the 2002 Florida Building Code sustained less damage on average than homes built between 1994 and 2001 under the Standard Building Code. 

IF YOU’VE DETERMINED THAT YOUR HOME IS NOT SAFE TO RIDE  OUT A STORM: 

Stay with a friend or leave the area 
Emergency management agencies recommend you arrange to stay at a “host home” with shutters that is outside the evacuation level. 
A host home is the home of a friend or family member who has agreed to provide temporary shelter for you.




Evacuation Center Program
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• General Population
• No pre-registration required 
• 12 locations available for 

every hurricane   
• Medically Dependent

• Power and oxygen dependent 
• Requires pre-registration at 

scgov.net/beprepared or call 311   

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If your home was built after 2002, and you are not in a level which was called for evacuation you may be more comfortable sheltering in place. 

A 2005 University of Florida study concluded that homes built under the 2002 Florida Building Code sustained less damage on average than homes built between 1994 and 2001 under the Standard Building Code. 

IF YOU’VE DETERMINED THAT YOUR HOME IS NOT SAFE TO RIDE  OUT A STORM: 

Stay with a friend or leave the area 
Emergency management agencies recommend you arrange to stay at a “host home” with shutters that is outside the evacuation level. 
A host home is the home of a friend or family member who has agreed to provide temporary shelter for you.




Shelter In Place: Build a Kit
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• Drinking water: 1 gallon/person 
and pet for 7 days 

• Non-perishable food and a can 
opener

• Paper items
• Medications and a first aid kit
• NOAA Weather Radio 
• Flashlight and extra batteries 
• Cash
• Puzzles, books, games 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Emergency responders may not be able to reach you for up to 72 hours after a storm. Use the following to create a checklist that considers the specific needs of your family.

A clean bathtub or other large containers of water; if water service is disrupted, that water can be used for drinking, cooking or flushing toilets. A tub insert will prevent sewage back-up from contaminating clean tub water.
Drinking water, one gallon per person, per day, for three days.
Other juices and soft drinks.
Canned or other non-perishable food.
Manual can opener.
Eating utensils, plates, bowls and cups.
Plastic trash bags.
Personal hygiene supplies.
Paper goods (toilet paper, paper towels).
Baby needs, such as diapers and formula.
Personal medications and prescriptions (at least two-weeks supply), along with the name, dosage, frequency, and doctor contact information. NOTE: If the governor issues an emergency order or declares a state of emergency, pharmacies may dispense up to a 30-day supply of medication, and health insurers must waive time restrictions on prescription medication refills — regardless of the date when the prescription was most recently filled.
Medical alert tags or bracelets.
First aid kit.
Battery-operated television or radio (preferably a NOAA weather radio) and flashlight.
solar power cell phone and tablet charger.
Extra batteries.
Blankets, pillows and sleeping bag for use in a safe room.
Car tank full of gas.
Wet and cold weather clothing.
Cash (ATMs may be out-of-service).
Supplies for a service animal or pets including a three-day supply of food and water, crates/carriers, ID tags, proof of vaccinations and veterinarian contact information.
List of emergency contact information.
Photocopies of important documents (birth certificate, license and insurance information).




Before You 
Evacuate

• Turn everything off, 
including circuit breakers 
and water shut off value

  
• Gas up car

• Shutter/board your home 

• Turn off the power and shut 
off the water valve to your 
irrigation system.

• Bring all loose outdoor 
items inside the house

• Alert friends and/or family 
members of your plans and 
how they can contact you

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Whether you stay or evacuate depends on how much shelter you can expect from your home. 
If you decide to leave:
Locate the water shut-off valve for your residence. The valve is generally on the side of the house nearest the water meter/backflow prevention device, or may be inside the garage. 
Turn the valve to the off position. This will help minimize damage to the interior of your home should a pipe burst.
Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for turning off your pool and/or water heater and unplug them, and switch off the circuit breaker. 
Place an ice cube or two in a sealed plastic bag or small container in the freezer. If the ice cube has melted down from its original shape by the time you return, you'll know the power was off for an extended period of time and that you should throw out any food.
Turn off the power and shut off the water valve to your irrigation system.
Remove loose items, decorative and otherwise, outside the house and in the yard, and place them inside.
Alert friends or family members of your plans and how they can contact you.
Take your shelter supplies.




After The Storm
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• Limited emergency services 

• Impassable or washed-out roads 

• Power outages including traffic signals

• Treat all intersections as 4-way stop

• Damage to sewage systems, water 
infrastructure, and telephone/internet service

• When working on a ladder, be aware of 
overhead power lines – stay 10 ft away

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Stay on firm ground
Avoid moving water - 6 in. deep can knock you over
Avoid flooded roads - 2 ft. can carry away vehicles  
Standing water can be electrically charged

The longest and hardest part of dealing with a hurricane is the recovery. Tropical storms and hurricanes impact everyone to some extent, and it may take several days for relief supplies and other aid to arrive. There may be residual flooding, and roads may be blocked for days or weeks, making damaged areas inaccessible. 

Emergency workers want your return home to be as safe as possible and need time to create safe access and secure hazards. Listen to local media for re-entry information, and avoid flooded roads. When you do return, some damage may not be readily apparent, so here are some things to keep in mind for your safety.

POWER OUTAGES
Power will be out for an undetermined time. This means no air conditioning, no lights, no refrigeration, no water pump and, in many cases, no stove.
Keep away from flooded and debris-laden areas that may be hiding downed lines.
Assume all cables and wires are energized, and stay away. Report downed wires to your utility company.
Lack of power and damaged facilities will affect both landline telephones and cellular telephone service. Even if your phone works, use it only for emergencies.
Do not connect generators to your house wiring. Service personnel can be killed, or fires started elsewhere. Use your generator only in a well-ventilated area outside the building, and shut it down to refuel.
Turn appliances that may have been on when the power went out to the off position, and turn off the main breaker until you are sure the system is safe.
Check your weather-head (located on the roof where your wiring connects to the pole) and your meter box to make sure they are not damaged before turning breakers back on.
If you suspect there is water in the walls or ceiling, stay away from electrical outlets and contact a licensed electrician to repair the damage.
Any damage to your home’s electric system must be repaired by a licensed electrician and inspected by a designated agency before power can be restored.
If you need to live in temporary quarters on your property, a licensed electrician can install a temporary service pole. After the pole is inspected by a designated agency, your electric utility can provide power.
Don’t trim trees or remove debris located near downed power lines. If you must remove debris from your home, don’t pile it under or near electrical lines or equipment.

WILDLIFE AND INSECTS
Fire ants, bees, wasps, snakes, rodents and wild animals will be seeking refuge from flood waters. They may be frightened or injured. Check for any breaches in structures that may allow them entry. 

WATER PRECAUTIONS
Municipal water supplies may be unsafe to drink without boiling or chemical treatment. Treat all water as unsafe until you are notified that it is safe.
Disinfect tap water you use for anything, including for your pets. Boil it for at least ten minutes, or use chemicals (eight drops of chlorine bleach without scent or other additives or a drop of iodine per gallon). Let the water sit at least 10 minutes before drinking.
If you wash dishes in tap water, rinse them in extra-chlorinated water. Use about 15 drops of chlorine on the dishes to keep them clean until next use.
The wastewater lift station serving your neighborhood may be without power. When lift stations do not work, toilets will not flush and sinks won’t drain. Avoid running dishwashers and clothes washers, and limit the amount of water used for showering, until you are sure that lift stations are fully operational.
Showering or bathing in tap water is fine. If you cut yourself shaving, apply a disinfectant such as alcohol or antibiotic cream.

FOOD SAFETY 
Discard any food that is not in a waterproof container if there is any chance that it has come into contact with flood water. Food containers that are not waterproof include those with screw-caps, snap lids, pull tops and crimped caps. 
Discard cardboard juice/milk/baby formula boxes and home canned foods if they have come in contact with flood water, because they cannot be effectively cleaned and sanitized.
Inspect canned foods and discard any food in damaged cans. Can damage is shown by swelling, leakage, punctures, holes, fractures, extensive deep rusting, or crushing/denting severe enough to prevent normal stacking or opening with a manual, wheel-type can opener.
Without air conditioning, food waste will start to smell rapidly. Dispose of it in small plastic garbage bags; tie or seal and place in a larger bag or can outdoors.
Never taste a food to determine its safety!
Keep the refrigerator and freezer doors closed as much as possible to maintain the cold temperature.
The refrigerator will keep food safely cold for about four hours if it is unopened. A full freezer will hold the temperature for approximately 48 hours (24 hours if it is half full and the door remains closed).
Food may be safely refrozen if it still contains ice crystals or is at 40 °F or below.
Obtain block ice or dry ice to keep your refrigerator and freezer as cold as possible if the power is going to be out for a prolonged period of time; 50 pounds of dry ice should hold an 18-cubic-foot freezer for two days.
If the power has been out for several days, check the temperature of the freezer with an appliance thermometer or food thermometer. If the food still contains ice crystals or is at 40 °F or below, the food is safe.
If a thermometer has not been kept in the freezer, check each package of food to determine its safety. If the food still contains ice crystals, the food is safe.
Discard refrigerated perishable food such as meat, poultry, fish, soft cheeses, milk, eggs, leftovers and deli items after four hours without power.




After the 
Storm:

Flooded 
Areas
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• Ensure all electric 
appliances are turned 
off to prevent fires 

• When resetting 
circuit breakers, wear 
dry, rubber-soled 
shoes and stand on 
something dray and 
non-conductive 
(wood)

•  Use battery-
powered lighting to 
inspect your home 
(e.g., flashlights)

• Don’t DRIVE, WALK, 
PLAY or STAND in 
standing water 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Stay on firm ground
Avoid moving water - 6 in. deep can knock you over
Avoid flooded roads - 2 ft. can carry away vehicles  
Standing water can be electrically charged

The longest and hardest part of dealing with a hurricane is the recovery. Tropical storms and hurricanes impact everyone to some extent, and it may take several days for relief supplies and other aid to arrive. There may be residual flooding, and roads may be blocked for days or weeks, making damaged areas inaccessible. 

Emergency workers want your return home to be as safe as possible and need time to create safe access and secure hazards. Listen to local media for re-entry information, and avoid flooded roads. When you do return, some damage may not be readily apparent, so here are some things to keep in mind for your safety.

POWER OUTAGES
Power will be out for an undetermined time. This means no air conditioning, no lights, no refrigeration, no water pump and, in many cases, no stove.
Keep away from flooded and debris-laden areas that may be hiding downed lines.
Assume all cables and wires are energized, and stay away. Report downed wires to your utility company.
Lack of power and damaged facilities will affect both landline telephones and cellular telephone service. Even if your phone works, use it only for emergencies.
Do not connect generators to your house wiring. Service personnel can be killed, or fires started elsewhere. Use your generator only in a well-ventilated area outside the building, and shut it down to refuel.
Turn appliances that may have been on when the power went out to the off position, and turn off the main breaker until you are sure the system is safe.
Check your weather-head (located on the roof where your wiring connects to the pole) and your meter box to make sure they are not damaged before turning breakers back on.
If you suspect there is water in the walls or ceiling, stay away from electrical outlets and contact a licensed electrician to repair the damage.
Any damage to your home’s electric system must be repaired by a licensed electrician and inspected by a designated agency before power can be restored.
If you need to live in temporary quarters on your property, a licensed electrician can install a temporary service pole. After the pole is inspected by a designated agency, your electric utility can provide power.
Don’t trim trees or remove debris located near downed power lines. If you must remove debris from your home, don’t pile it under or near electrical lines or equipment.

WILDLIFE AND INSECTS
Fire ants, bees, wasps, snakes, rodents and wild animals will be seeking refuge from flood waters. They may be frightened or injured. Check for any breaches in structures that may allow them entry. 

WATER PRECAUTIONS
Municipal water supplies may be unsafe to drink without boiling or chemical treatment. Treat all water as unsafe until you are notified that it is safe.
Disinfect tap water you use for anything, including for your pets. Boil it for at least ten minutes, or use chemicals (eight drops of chlorine bleach without scent or other additives or a drop of iodine per gallon). Let the water sit at least 10 minutes before drinking.
If you wash dishes in tap water, rinse them in extra-chlorinated water. Use about 15 drops of chlorine on the dishes to keep them clean until next use.
The wastewater lift station serving your neighborhood may be without power. When lift stations do not work, toilets will not flush and sinks won’t drain. Avoid running dishwashers and clothes washers, and limit the amount of water used for showering, until you are sure that lift stations are fully operational.
Showering or bathing in tap water is fine. If you cut yourself shaving, apply a disinfectant such as alcohol or antibiotic cream.

FOOD SAFETY 
Discard any food that is not in a waterproof container if there is any chance that it has come into contact with flood water. Food containers that are not waterproof include those with screw-caps, snap lids, pull tops and crimped caps. 
Discard cardboard juice/milk/baby formula boxes and home canned foods if they have come in contact with flood water, because they cannot be effectively cleaned and sanitized.
Inspect canned foods and discard any food in damaged cans. Can damage is shown by swelling, leakage, punctures, holes, fractures, extensive deep rusting, or crushing/denting severe enough to prevent normal stacking or opening with a manual, wheel-type can opener.
Without air conditioning, food waste will start to smell rapidly. Dispose of it in small plastic garbage bags; tie or seal and place in a larger bag or can outdoors.
Never taste a food to determine its safety!
Keep the refrigerator and freezer doors closed as much as possible to maintain the cold temperature.
The refrigerator will keep food safely cold for about four hours if it is unopened. A full freezer will hold the temperature for approximately 48 hours (24 hours if it is half full and the door remains closed).
Food may be safely refrozen if it still contains ice crystals or is at 40 °F or below.
Obtain block ice or dry ice to keep your refrigerator and freezer as cold as possible if the power is going to be out for a prolonged period of time; 50 pounds of dry ice should hold an 18-cubic-foot freezer for two days.
If the power has been out for several days, check the temperature of the freezer with an appliance thermometer or food thermometer. If the food still contains ice crystals or is at 40 °F or below, the food is safe.
If a thermometer has not been kept in the freezer, check each package of food to determine its safety. If the food still contains ice crystals, the food is safe.
Discard refrigerated perishable food such as meat, poultry, fish, soft cheeses, milk, eggs, leftovers and deli items after four hours without power.




Thank You  
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Questions & Answers
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